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THE PREACHER. 


‘Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.’ 


_& SERMON 4 
On future Judgement and punishment. 
BY 0. A. BROWNSON. 
Delivered at Genoa, on the evening of the third Sabbath 
in December, 1828. 
PUBLISHED BY REQUEST. 
“These shall go away into everlasting punishment, 
but the righteous into life eternal.’ —Matt. xxv. 46. 
My BRETHREN :—An important subject is 
selected for our consideration this evening.— 
Important, not only in itself considered, but 
important, from the degree of interest which 
most feel in its discussion, and from the over- 
whelming influence which mankind have al- 

















lowed it te have in producing their happiness | 


or misery. 

Since I haye commenced my labours in the 
vineyard of my Divine Master, the passage, 
which I have just pronounced in your hearing, 
has been repeatedly brought forward to prove 
that, at some future day, when the fina: judge- 
ment shall be declared, a large part of the 
human family will be driven awey into end- 
less punishment. 


from reason, to believe in a judgement in the 
world to come and in the sentiment of endless 
misery, usually connected with it, is the object 
of our discourse. 

Man, it lias been said, is naturally a reli- 
gious being. And indeed, in all ages and in 
all countries of the world, he secks to himself 
some object of religious veneration. To this 
object with all its imaginary qualities, he as- 
cribes the name Gop. Every man has kis 
god, and a god too, unlike the god of his 
neighbour. Hence wars, a variety of cru- 
sades, are carried on under the auspices of con- 
tending deities. The attributes of these gods, 
. are generally fashioned after those of their 
worshippers; sometimes characterized by a 
love of power; by “ rage, revenge or lust ;” 
sometimes they are represented as weak, pas- 
sionate, repenting of their own, or their peo- 
ple’s conduct; grieving at the ill success of 
creation, and determined to blast it in their 
wrath. 

Sometimes these gods are fancied to roam 
the aerial regions—sometimes to dwell} on 





To inquire how far this | 
passage countenances such a doctrine, and how | 
far we are authorized, from revelation and | 


| conception.” 
| of heaven and of hell. 





Olympus’ top—-in the sun, moon, or stars, in 
the fire or in the water. Sometimes they are 
considered as incarnate. ‘Then they are re- 
presented as occasionally assuming the form 
of a beast, bird, man, fish, reptile or insect.— 
Thus do men’s imaginations run. Hence the 
variety and discordance of their religious opin- 
ions. 

Man has a desire for happiness. It is the 
first principle developed in his nature—one 
which “ grows with his growth and strength- 
ens with his strength.” But this desire is cf- 
ten frustrated. The rude hand of some inter- 
meddling stranger destroys his happiness ; and 
often, very eften, he sees one revelling in pes- 
sessions which belonged to him, which belong- 
ed also to the orphan and the widow. Can 
this be right? Unfortunately every one be- 
lieves himself to be the most miserable, and 
every one else to be more happy. Dissatisfied 
with his own lot, he looks with envy ‘on his 
neighbour, and dreams his own unhappiness is 
owing to the injustice or oppression of others. 
Full of this conviction he looks forward to 
another world and excleims, “a day of re- 
compense shall come—e day shall come, when 
the poor shall be rewarded and the rich shall 
be punished—when I shall soar to the blissful 
mansions of my God, but when all that have 
been inimical to my happiness, shall sink to 
everlasting night—to wretchedaess beyond 
Hence the origin of the netions 
“One was built on 
spite, the other on pride.” 

Pride flattered his hopes. No matter what 
his condition ; the greater his sufferings here 
the surer his claim to heaven hereafter ; . 
should he be compelled to endure the fatigues 
of war—should he fight bravely, or die glori- 
ously in combat with his brother, he should 
triumph in the world to come ;—he should en- 
ter the fair fields of Elysium, where the inha- 
bitants are blest with a serener air, a brighter 
sun and a milder moon; where he can enter the 
ring, contend in the race, and have the immor- 
tal coyrsers roll his swift-wheeled chariot 
withersoever he please ; where he may bask 
in eternal youth upon the green, sunny banks, 
in the fields of the blest, and have his heart 
soothed, his senses gratified, as the smoke of 
his enemies’ torment ascends like sweet in- 
cense forever and ever. 

On the other hand, revenge thundered forth, 
“denart from me ve cursed—vye have hed 
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your good things and I my evil thiggs; situa- 
tions ‘are now altered, and eternityshall be 
tee short to glut my wrath. May the curses of 
Omnipotence rest upow your heads and sink 
you tothe nethermost hell.” 
of separation in the human family—a separa- 


tion made by the passions, and if clerical zeal | 


ean be trusted, one which will take place be- 
tween brethren, and be eternally continued. 
And strange to tell, even at this day of sci- 
ence and boasted humanity—at this age dis- 
tinguished for its Christian enterprize, when 
both clergy and people are proclaiming, from 
one end of the world te the other, their love 
for souls—at this day big with such mighty 
designs: and overflowing with sych ardent de- 
sites for the salvation of men, we are taught to 
fall back with horrour from the vivid deserip- 


tions of that awful day, “for which all other ; 


days were made.” At midnig!s, it is said, 
when soft sleep infuses her vivifying balm 
through man’s weary limbs; at this hour of 


repose and solemn stillness, when the world | 


is wrapt in slumber and silence starts at her 
own echo, the archangel’s trump, followed by 
the crash of worlds, shall summon all the na- 
tions of the living and the dead, before the 


dread tribunal! Amid the thunders, the flames | 


and terrours of the universal conflagration, 


the awful Judge, with lightnings playing no | 


his countenance, assumes his seat upon his 
stupendous throne seated in the air. Heaven 
andearth have passed away ;—trembling be- 
fore their angry Judge stand the guilty nations, 
while blackeved angeis wait the signal to en- 
force fhe dread decree and hurl them down to 
eternal woe ! 

To such frightful scenes are fanaticism and 
clerical zeal constantly pointing our imagina- 
tions;.end such the awful’ doom which our 
spiritual guides are continuslly iuiminating in 
our ears. But thanks be to God, they now 
serve to excite no other emotions in persons of 
good sense than mere pity for the fulminators. 
f pity the man, from my heart'I pity the man, 

tho thinks to} make me believe that eternal 
Horture wil! be the doom of all who have too 
much discernment to subscribe to the sense- 
less jargons of our creed-makers, and of those 
who attempt fo. guide our souls. 

An endless hell may be my doom—my eter- 
nal dwelling place ; but if anv one wishes me 
to believe it, he must no longer tell me of a 
God whose nature is love—of a Saviour who 
is both able and willing to save to the utter- 
most, nor assure me that this Saviour will! ride 
forth conquering and to conquer; that his 
march shall be glorious, his reign prosperous, 
and that “he will not fail nor be discouraged 
till he have set judgement im the earth, and 
the isles shall wait for histaw.” ‘For, while 
I am taught to believe this, J can never believe 
that eternal woe. will be the portion of any of 
the human family. 
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Hence the idea 


| But, here I am assailed with the pe 

| selected for my text, and whuch, when read 
| with its connection, is said io expressly state 
ithe dectrine which I But to this I 
object, 

| 1. There is nothing in the text nor its con- 
text which even intimates ihat there will be a 
future state of existence; and therefore cannot 
be supposed to teach what shall there trans- 
pire. 

2. There are no established principles from 
which such a doctrine can be inferred, and no 
| passages of scripture which direetly teach it. 
And, 

3. The pas predicted events which have 
long since taken place, consequently cannot 
teach what is yet future. 

I. The passage selected for our text is at 
the end of an interesting portion of scripture ; 
but it says nothing about another world. There 
is nothing in the text or its context which says 
any thing about what is to transpire after 
death. Several nts are predicted which 
| are to take place at a certain time, but it does 
| not assert that time isin anotherstate of ex- 
istence. Several commentators, as well Limi- 
| tarian as Universalist, heve applied it to events 
| of this life, and I am confident no just criti- 
| cism ean determine it to any other. 
| Our reason can give us no information re- 
specting ‘what shal! be after death. Ali our 
| knowledge of another world is derived from 
| 
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assage 


pose 
Opt SC. 
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age 





ey 


revelation ; and it is, { believe, a law of criti- 
cism, that all. passages relating to that werld 
should be strictly construed. What scripture 
says respecting that world, is decisive. We 
are at liberty to make no additions nor diminu- 
tions. The same law also forbids us to apply 
to that world any passage of scripture which 
does not expressly meution it, or is not ex- 
pressly declared te belong to that world, either 
by some passage found in the context or else- 
where. The propriety of this rule is easily 
| discovered. Were we at liberty to apply any 
passage to that world we chose, we might have 
as many different views of that world as there 
are different passages in the bible. Suppose a 
judge was trying a man for murder, and sup- 
pose he should admit as conclusive evidence 
that the man had murdered, the testimony 
which only proved he had killed, without spe- 
cifying what be had killed, what would you 
think of his discernment? The witness.is 
brought forward: “ Did you see this man kill 
another man ?”” The witness answers, “ I saw 
him 4ill,” and this is taken as conclusiveevi- 
dence in the case when perhaps.in fact, it was 
only a wild beast he had killed. : 
Thousands are equally absurd in their in- 
terpretetions of the bible. Admit the para- 
graph, of which our text is a part, speaks of a 
judgement. You assert there is a judgement in 
the world to come ; you interrogate this para- 
jigraph: “is there a judgement. in the other 
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“there is a 
retail it is here 


world?” ‘j The paragraph answers 
judgement ;”” but does not dete 
or somewhere else. 
this testimony, with no other authority, that 


AD OGATE. 
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TT. Da Sew aiff ' } f, 5 
io inier apsoruteiy Lrora 
dark. 


the judgement is in another world, would be- | 


tray our weakness and our entire ignorance of 
the rules of evidence. 

But this paragraph does not even assert that 
there is, or will be, a judgement, much less 
does it inform us it wil! be after death. And, 
as noone has aright to apply it to another 
world, unless he can bring some passage of 
seripture which expressly states it ; and, as no 
such passage can be produced, we are justi- 
fied in saying it does not thus apply, or rather, 
it does not teach the doc 


trine it is adduced to | 


prove. Nor can it alter this conclusion, by 
saying the passage fs unintelligible or any other 
hypothesis. We have noi git to iuvent hy- 
potheses and then bring pass: of om" sae 
to support them. If the senti ment we ati upt 
to maintain is not supported by wneee ivocal , 
reasoning, we are not aut horize d to a it 
by ambiguous texts. My igno: of | the 





meaning of any passage of s¢ sinter, is no ar- 


gument, that it means what another person 
supposes. He, who brings forward a text to 


prove any point of doctrine, must bring at 

which expressly states the point, must 
show beyond the power of controversy, th 
the text does absolutely prove it 


or ne 


DY imp a- 
A i 





tion. The passage ander consideration is said 
to apply to another world. This is denied, 


beeause the passage does not mention another 
world, nor even intimate that there wil! be 
another world. He, who asserts this passeg 
does thus apply, tust prove it by some posi- 
tive declaration of scripture, on his assertion i 
not to be received. If he, to prove the asser- 
tion, tells me I cannot understand the passage, 
or derive any meaning from it, unless I admit 
that for which he contends, it makes no differ 

ence. My ignorance or my inability is no 
proof of his correctness. Look at the subject 
in what light you please and you must admit 
our first objection. The passage does not apply 
to another world. 

Il. There are no established priuciples from 
which such a doctrine can be inferred, and 
there are no passages of scripture which di- 
rectly teach it. This position we think is cor- 
rect. But we ask, from what principles shall 
we infera future judgement? From its utility? 
What is its use ? Judgements, or courts, among 
men are necessary for the detection and sup- 
pression ofvcrime. But this necessity 


is 


arises 


from our igaorance and from our inability to 
be in every place at the same timc. Were 


our knowledge so enlarged that we could, at 
all times and without any process of thinking, 
detect the criminal and the crime, aud were 
theauthority necessary to suppress the crime 
committed and prevent the injury from spread- 
ing, at all times present when the iniquity was 


3 


done, there would be no pecessity for a poeta 

menttobe held. But this is not the case will 
mankind. The crime is committed in th 
The criminaY is often unknows and 
must be ferretted out; and his guilt estadlish- 
ed by the testimony of witnesses. But will 
any one say this is necessary with him who 
kyows his works from the beginning to the 
end, whose eye pierces through nature and 
with one glance comprehends the whole? is 
he under the necessity of instituting a iormal 
process? Must he make inquiry, who has 
committed a crime or how much guiltatteches 
itself to particular individuals; And is he, 
who is omnipotent and is every where present, 





unable to suppress crime without thys grand 
assize? W ill he require the : 1 of wiltggsstts ? 
i will he need the aid of execution t 
) punishments Wit he shall i 
quiry and tatul *-cehhberalt ProLOws upon 
ivieR 
Lgein: Li popwis su 
can be vo utility is judver wy if isy 
I believe, urtnodox to sar, hely 2 toe cies 
his state is fixed, his doom determjued. for 
there is no change after death. All say of a 
‘friend, when he is dead, they hope he has 
>to heaven, or they tear he bhas-zone to 
‘ Did ) : witt t ng 
dete: 1 w. y eserving ? G)- 
pose a sinner died four thousanc years ago, 
where was He seit. Orthodoxy says * to hel.” 
Suppose at the sane time a saint diedwwher 
| did he go? Orthodoxy answers, “to hes 


e 
Did thefgo without being judged * Writdod 
have to review his judgem ut? or does he 
take one to heave: and send another to heil, 
without determining which place either is de- 
And if he judges ounce, will he find 
cause to reverse that judgement on a review ? 
Will he find some wicked fellow hes been 


serving : 


: allowed to creep into heaven, when he ought 


to have been sent to hell, or that some unfor- 
tunate being has been burning in hell four 
thousand years, who ouglit to have 
ceiving the joys of heaven ? 
will be the use of the vast convocatory of af 
the human family on that awful day ? and 
what will be the use of the grand assize 
Perhaps to make a great. display. We can 
assign no other reason. This is indeed cha- 
racteristick of Orthodoxy. She attempts some- 
thing great, grand and awful. The noise she 
makes, her vast preparations and maguificent 
apparatus, lead us to expect something mighty, 
but she is the mountain in the fable. 

Partu: 


been yer 


No. Whaythen 


unt uoytes nascitur ridiculus mus 


Passing this 


are probationers 


, pethaps it will be daid, we 


and it will be necessary, 


, 
D 
. 
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y 
el 


ec, 


after the term of trial is over, to feck at the] 


books and how 
much is due to us, 


see mucho 


we owe, 
But it would se 


or bow 
emo, that 


the business might as well be done with each) 
individual as he finished his probation, as to 
{ 
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eep him in waiting until all have ended their 
term. But that we are probationers, is assert- 
ed indeed, but not proved. It is said we are 
placed here on trial, and that, after this time 
Is over, we shall be examined as to the course 
we’ pursued, and be rewarded or punished as 
that was good or bad. 
But how long does this probation last ? Say 
during life ; that 
* Life is the time to serve the Lord, 
The time t’ incure the great reward ; 
And, while the lamp holds out to burn, 
The ;ilest sinner may return.” 
But why this inequality ? why do not all have 
same time? Here is a young man, who 
had but just commenced his sinful course. He 
was cut off in the commission of his first sinful 
act avid urs ;one to hell. There is an old man, 
who hzs spent fourscore years in the practice 
of imiquity. His heart is black with crime, 
and his hands red with blood. But he repents 
five miuutes before his death, comes in at the 
_ last division of the eleventh hour--he goes to 
heaven. Which of these two was the greatest 
sinner? which deserved the hottest hell, he 
who had committed but one sin, or he who had 
spent eighty years in the practice of sin ? 


But why not let them both have an equal 
chance? The old man had been preserved 
until he repeated, and he is now praising God. 
Had he died at middle age he would have 
gone to hell, but his life was spared, and he 
is happy. Hed the youth been permitted to 
live—had his life been preserved as long as 
was the other’s, he too might have repented, 
and been now mingling his praises with an- 
gels sround the throne of the Almighty. 

But egain: How will this principle of pro- 
bation cor: 2spond with the doctrine of salva- 
tion by grace ? The probationary scheme sup- 
poses .. man is judged according to his works, 
and thst he will go to heaven or to hell, as his 
works have been good or bad. But scripture 
assures us that salvation is by grace; that 
“ eternal life is the gift of God ;” that “ it is 
not of bim that willeth nor him that runneth, 
but of God who showeth mercy.” 

But once more concerning this future judge- 
ment: ‘These are no passages of scripture 
which directly teach it. There are several 
passages which speak of a “judgement,” and 
of a “day of judgement,” but there are none 
which positively assure us that this judgement 
is after death. Hebrews ix. 27, and Rev. xx. 
12, 13, may seem to be exceptions to this re- 
mark. But a bare reading of the chapter 
which contains the first, will convince any dis- 
cerning mind, that Paul is speaking of the 
high priest’s dying in his sacrifice, and that 
he is drawing a parallel between the high 
priest, after the order of Aaron, and of Jesus, 
who was made a priest after the order of Mel- 

. Paul assures us, it was appointed 


ment in our favour. 


0, | 
orthodoxy, thou art admirable for thy justice ! 











unto men once to die, that is, for men who are 
made priests it is appointed to die; [by the 
sacrifice of a goat every year before the high 
priest could enter into the holy of holies which 
was the judgement ;} so Christ was once offer- 
ed, and has now entered, not into the holy of 
holies made with hands which are but the pat- 
terns of the true, but into the heavens, where 
he liveth to make intercession for us; and we 
trust so powerful an advocate will obtain judge- 
See Rom. v.18. Of the 
second, it is enough to remark, that it is found 
in the book of Revelation—a book which no- 
body does or can understand. 

The Revelation is a dark book. It is mostly 
figurative ; and a large part of it seems calcu- 
lated to mock the genius of man by forever 
eluding his grasp. The passage in question is 
highly figurative ; it is from one of the most 
highly figurative books in the bible, and let it 
mean what it may, it is not, in our opinion, 
sufficient to establish a doctrine so highly im- 
portant as the one under consideration. More- 
over, there is good reason to consider this pas- 
sage refers to the same event, and that it is of 
nearly the same import with our text, in which 
case, the observations we have to make under 
our last general head, will serve to explain it. 

But, even admitting there will be a future 
judgement, it by no means follows as a neces- 
sary consequence, that any of the human fami- 
ly will be everlastingly miserable. We know 
of no principles from which endless misery 
can be inferred. Shall we infer it from the 
character of God? He is “love.” ‘ Love 
worketh no ill to his neighbour.” It is not 
the nature of lore to make its object misera- 
ble. God is our Creator. If our creation is 
a benefit to us, God was good in making us, 
But if our creation prove a curse, as it must, 
in case we are endlessly miserable, he was not 
good but cruel in giving us existence. When 
he made us he must have known what would 
be the consequence of our being made. And, 
if we are endlessly miserable, we shall not be 
able to excuse him of cruelty; for if he made 
us with the knowledge that such would be 
our dcom, it is a fair presumption that he de- 
signed it. Had he not designed it, he would 
not have made us, unless he was compelled so 
to do. It will not obviate the difficulty, to 
say we make ourselves miserable ; for we have 
no power for that purpose except what he has 
given us; and why did he put the instrument 
of death into our hands, when he knew we 
should use it to our own destruction, unless he 
designed that we should destroy ourselves ? 
Shall we infer it from the nature of justice ? 
What is justice ? Let it be what it may, if we 
know any thing about it, it cannot inflict more 
evil than it overbalances with good. The only 
claim which any being can have on another, 
is in consequence of benefits conferred. It is 
therefore evident that the claim cannot exceed 


- 











the amount of good bestowed’; and, as it would 
be madness, as Archbishop Tillotson well ob- 
serves, to pretend that the simple blessing of 
existence is equal to a whole eternity of pain, 
we think justice will not allow Deity to make 
any of his creatures eternally miserable. Shall 
we infer that mankind will be endlessly mise- 
rable from the nature of punishment? All 
punishment, in order to be just, if indeed there 
ean be any punishment that is just, must be 
inflicted for the good of the punished, for his 
reformation,* consequently, cannot be endless, 
utiless God fails in his designs, or is unable to 
accomplish the end he proposes. 
xii. 5—11: 

But it is szid, “these [the wicked] shall 
go away into everlasting punishment.” 
so. It is not said how long they shall remain 
there. It does not say these shall be everlast- 
ingly punished; but these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment. The punishment may 
remain ; but there is no assurance that any of 
the same individuals, who go away into it, shal! 
eternally remain in it. This punishment may 
be a means used by Deity to purify the soul; 
and when the soul becomes purified, it may be 
delivered from it. But others may be cast in- 
to it, and generation after generation may be 
purified with the same fire and be delivered, 
but the punishment or fire may remain eter- 
nally. 

But setting this aside, the word everlasting 
is ambiguous, or at least, it doés not always 
have the same meaning: As & general rule, 
its meaning must be ascertained from the na- 
ture of the subject to which it is applied. But 
we have already discovered the nature of pun- 
ishment is necessarily limitted ; therefore, the 
term everlasting in our text, cannot mean end- 
less duration. But more of this before we close. 


Iif. The passage selected for our text and 
its connections, speak of events long since 
past, consequently cannot teach what is yet 
future. The paragraph, of which our text is 
the close, commences at the 31st verse and 
predicts the coming of Christ in the glory of 
his Father—the separating of one nation from 
another-—placing the righteous on his right 
hand and the wicked on his left—welcoming 
those on the right to the kingdom of his Fa- 
ther, and sending those on the left into ever- 
lasting fire. Five questions arise: 1. Whea 
are these events to take place? 2. Who are 
those placed on the right hand? 3. Who are 
those placed on the left? 4. What is the 
kingdom or eternal life, into which the right- 
eous are welcomed? And 5. What is the 
everlasting punishment into which the wicked 
go away ? 

We must touch these questions with all pos- 

On punishment, see sermon 24th, 6th volume, Gos- 


pel Advocate; and also Essayist, No. 6, same volume, 
No. 14. 
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sible brevity. The first is the most important ¢ 
for when we have answered thet, we have a 
clue by which to unravel all the mystery there 
may be in the rest. When were these events 
to transpire ? We answer—when Christ came 
to reward every man according to his works, 
But when was this coming, or whea shall it 
be? It was in the lifetime of some that beard 
him speak. See Matt. xvi, 27, 26—Mark, 
viii. 28, ix. 1—Luke, ix. 26, 27. Blere con- 
cluisvely, see Matt. xxiii. end xniv. Jn the 
23d chapter Christ had been pronouncing some 
heavy woes upon the Jews, and concluded 
with the remark that their house wes left to 





them desolate ; and that they should got see 


Be it | 
'In the 24th, we are informed, bis 








him henceforth until they should sey, blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord— 

es 
came to him to point out the buildings of the 
temple; but he remarked they sheuld be 
thrown down and not one stone shoutd be left 
upon another. His disciples privete’y esk him, 
saying, When shall these things be? what 
shall be the sign of thy coming and of the 
end of the world, or more properly of the ege ? 
He bids them beware of being deceived, for 
many should come in his name, eud svould de- 
ceive many. He speaks of wars ead remours 
of wars, of distress and tribulation, each es 
had not been since the beginning of time ; no, 
nor ever should be again. And immedigtely 
afier the tribulation of those deys the sun 
should be darkened, the moon should eet give 
her light, the stars should fail from heeren 
and the powers of the heavens should be sha- 
ken ; and they should see the sign of his. com- 
ing, and all the tribes of the carth should 


|mourn, and they should see the Soa of Bfen 


coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory. The 34th verse axouves us that 
the time of ail these events, viz. the fribala- 
tion, the darkening the sun end the moon, the 
falling of the stars, the shaking of the powers 
of heaven, the’ sign and coming of the Sen of 
Man, should be in the life time of some who 
were then living. “ Vertly J say unto gon, this 
generation shall not pass wntit alt these things be 
fulfilled.” 

If his words mean what they say, they clear- 
ly and unequivocally prove that his a 
was in that generation in which he spoke. 
conclude, therefore, the coming, to which he 
refers, was his coming by his power or spirit, 
leading his mighty messengers, to wit, the 
Roman army, to the destruction of Jerusalem. 
For we find from history, that Jerusalem was 
taken and the Temple burned by the Romans 
under Titus, son of Vespasian, about forty 
years after the death of Christ, co tly 
while many of them who heard the Saviour 
of the world, might be living. And indeed, 
we are informed that John did survive that 
sad catastrophe of the nation, and that 
he wrote his gospel after that event. , 
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‘probably, the reason he does not relate this | 


prediction of Christ. Hence too, the meaning 
of the promise made to tle disciple whom 
Jesus loved. “If I will that be tarry until 
ITecome.” See the last chapter of John, which 
has puzzled many a commentator ; aud many 
an Lonest Christian has tried to make himself 
believe that John is still alive. Corroborative 
of this conciusion, the vii. chapter of Daniel, 
xiii. of Mark, the xxi. of Luke, i. of 2nd 
Phessalonians, and xx. of Revelation, 
Many other passages which | haye not time to 
adduee. 
events were tot 
tion of Jerusalem when C! 


ranspire, to be at the destrue- 
rist came to take 





vendeance on the unbelieving Jews. Having | 


thus fixed the time of his coming, we may in- 
quire, secondly, who were those placed on his 
right hand? 

There are- three classes mentioned in the 
text. Christ’s brethren, whom I conside1 
to be his immediate disciples. 2. Those who 
aiministered to their wants, who were proba- 
bly believers, whether Jews or Gentiles. 3 
Those who refused to administer to their 
wants. These we believe were the Jews—th« 


| 


with | 


We determine the time when these | 
i dom, {see lst Cor. xv. 24, 


unbelieving part. That those, who were placed | 


on the right hand, or those who were welcomed 
to the kingdom, were believers we conclude 
all are ready to admit ; there fore we shall not 
labour to prove it. 

3. Whowere those placed on the left hand ? 

‘he Jews as anation. They, as a nation, re- 
jected Christ, crucified him, and refused to 
administer to the wants of his disciples, and 
persecuted them from city tocity. The Jews, 
a5 a nation, were reject ted—degraded from 
their rank of chosen people and driven away 

» bhadness of mind; and have been subject 

to sate and contempt from that time to this. 
The expre ssion,- “ Depart ye cursed,” is only 
ee to, Depart ye rejected ; and as we 

now the Jews were rejected, and as we know 
the Gentiles could not generally at that time, 
be guilty of the ne glect. to Christ’s brethren 
which is alledged, for these brethren had not 
been among them, we are convinced the Jew- 
ish nation were those who were placed on the 
left hand, consequently they. were the ones 
who “went away into everlasting punish- 
ment.” 

4, Whet was the kingdom or eternal life 
into which the rightcous were welcomed ;-— 
The kiegdom of Christ, or his mediatorial 
kingdom of divine grace, full of life and com- 
fort do the heliever. Mark, 
self “king ;”? “ 'Then shall the King say,” &c. 
Hut be never, when addressing his disciples 
or the Jews, called himseif king except on 
this occasion, He indeed spoke of being born 
2 king, and he usually referred to his king- 
dom, which he assured the Jews was not of 
this,world. He spoke while the Jewish wofld 
or age was in existence ; and when he seid 


Christ calls him- | 
| were supplied by age-lasting correction, or per- 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


his kingdom was not of this world, he may be 
understood as meaning his kingdom or reign, 
did not commence till the Jewish should pass 
awi Hence he says, ‘“‘When the Son of 
Man shall come in his glory—then shall he sit 
upon the throne of his glory ;” which plainly 
implies this coming was the commencement of 
his reign. And this is another proof that the 
events of which we have been treating, took 
place at the time we have stated ; and a strong 
argument against the orthodox notion, that they 
hall transpire at the e nsumamation of ail 
then the Son gives up the king- 
) whereas itis here 
shall take place when he takes 
his glory. We 
is the sepa- 





things 5 for 
stated that they 
: : 

upon the 


a1S sea thre one of 
r the sep varatic on spol. cn of, 





col 
ration agate h took place between the Jews and 
} r } f Lan 

believers, who, before the d struction of Jeru- 





2d been confounded. The kingdom, 
sundations of the world for 
*s mediatorial kingdom ; 
into whick the righteous 
enter, is the life or felicity which flows from 
the reign of Chris W hat this 
life or felicity is, is well known to every Chris- 
tian. This kingdom is the kingdom of right- 

heaven or of God, 
declared to be at hand. See 
15. Itis the kingdom which God 
Its extent may be learned from 
This is not an endiess 
kinedom ; but it shall endure till Christ have 
putall things under his fect. Then he shall 
deliver it up to his Father and God shail be 
all and in all. See Ist Cor. xv. 28. 

What is the punishment or everlasting 
fire into which the wicked go away? Blind- 
of heart and remorse 
nust feel who 
The Jews 





repaieda from Lic 


I 
the believer, is Christ 


and the eternal life 


t tothe believer. 


eousness. the kingdom of 





which Jesus 
Mark i. 
gave his Son. 


Daniel vil. 13, 14. 






ness of mind, jiarduess 
of conscience. What every one 
rejects Jesus the 
were driven away ij 
everlasting punishme 
ry consequent upon tix 
they were driven away. 
be saved 2” Yes—* For J I would not have 
you ignorant of this myst TY), brethren, lest ye 
be wise in your own conceits.”” ‘That Llindness 
in part has happened unto Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in; and so all 
saved ; as it is written, “ there 
celiverer who shali 
Jacob.” See 


Say jour of men. 
in their unbelief; and the 
nt they suffer, is the mise- 
wate of mind in which 

‘ But will they ever 


Israel shall be 
shali come out of Zion a 
turn away upgodliness from 
Paul to the Romans, xi. 

The phrase—“ everlasting punishment,”— 
would be more correctly understood, if its plaee 


haps still more accurately, by the “ correction 
of the age ;”’ that is, the chastisement of the 
Jewish age, or the misery which would fall 
upon those who should adhere to the Mosaick 
law after it was abrogated. Into this correction 
the Jews were driven away. ‘They must en- 
dure it until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
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‘y* ., H ' , 
come in. ‘Thea they too, shall be 
Ziow’s harp shall be retaken ft 


4 20n 
1 songs 


breught in, 
om the willow, 





1 a : 
au vl heaven-pora Suit re-ccios 





from her mountain t 


I have now gone through my subject 
sented it in i 
the time 
require a fuller disc 
thev shall hereafter receive. Wh 
is but a smail part of what might be 
it is submitted for your contemplation. It is 
your duty to read the seriptures ft or yourselves ; 
and the convictions of your own minds, and 
notof mine, should regulate your faith and 
determine your ret! haracter. 

The sentiment future judge 
which we hav yet exte 
lieved, but it ittie more than heathenish 
tradition for its support. It originated in the 
metaphysical disquisitions of priests; aided by 
the passions, it has been fostered and preser 
ved; and much improved 
been handed down to us 


l« 

t as 
yme points 
at we intend 


as clear and co 
: 


allotied me would all So 

, 
ussion, and th 
at is offered, 
. 


said. But 





ZIOUS ¢ 
of a ment, at 


ed, is usively be- 








in strengin, it has 


as important io be 








embraced. But we look forward to a period 
when these dreams of ancient times, a5 
bow have so much power over us, will be dis- 
solved; and man will beeome a rational and 
an independeut being, capable ef procuring 
happiness for himseif sad af doing g ak to his 
ellos en. The doctrine of endless miss ry 


of human felicity, and 
ger of the baser 
wel joice that the time is ap 


f 
has iong been the bane 
{] neoura 


ne great ¢ 


the soul. 


™..4 
' 
Patil 


proaching, when men will think more honoura- 
sa: : pa tgs 
bly of God, and more benevoiently of each 
: , ’ : e ip 
other. Whea Jehovah will be considered the 


m Father and the commen Friend of the 
human race ; when mankind will be consider- 
ed members of the great family and be 
cherished by eccn oO 


We acknowledge ourselves 


comm 





same 


sinners, but be- 
lieve the time is coming wher each will be 
more anxious to correct his own errours, than 
he will be to threaten his brother with the 


wrath of God ; when each one, becoming sen- 
° . | ad ' . , ~ 
sible of his own failings, will treat with for- 
— his brother ; and conv 1 


d that he 
is also a sinner, he will learn to spread the 






nce 






adie of charity over the foibles and faults 
of others. 
That God will bring every secret act or 


thought into judgement, is a plain seripture 
doctrine and fundemental to the creed of the 
Christian... But that we must wait some theu- 
sand years to come before this judgement will 
take place, is but av imaginary notion, an er- 

rour whieh serves to strengthen the hands of 


passions ol 
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the wicked, and to prevent his turning frem | 


his wicked 7 ay. “The way of the transgressor 
is hard.” Let the sinner be taught this fact, 
and also be convineed that the ways of wis- 
dom are ways of pleasantness, and the world 
will reform ; the joys of heaven will be antici- 


| pated ; righteo: usness and peace will flow down 
our streets ; the salvation of God will be re- 
vealed, and all flesh wil! see it together. 


” THE BSSAYIsT. 
AN ESSAY ON ‘CHRISTIANITY. 
INTRODUCTION NO. f. 
So much has been written on the subjeet, 








which it is proposed to discuss in the fuilowing 


Essay, that I have no expectation of offering 
any thing new to these who bave examined it. 
[ lay no claim to extensive researches or pro- 
found erudition. I write not for the scholar 
nor for the theologian who has devoted» his 
life to the study of christianity. My labours 
are designed for a different class of mankind 
for those whe depend more on their ows re- 
fiections than they do om what they read, who 
study nature more than they do the ponderous 
tomes of polemical theology orof .aucient sys+ 
tems of faith. I wish to aid stich as. these 
without diverting their attention from those 






avocations on which the subsistence of society 
immediately depe ends; to thro-7 out some hints 


which may serve to guide their inquiries ard 
direet the train of F the “ir reflections ; to supply 
food for their meditations, and to lead them 
“through nature up to nature’s God.” In & 
word my object is to unite religion and com- 
mon sense, two kindred spirits which have a 
natural fondness for each other, though unfor- 
tunately, the folly or perversity offmaniind 
has long kept them separate. 

The world hes been overrun. with systems 
of . religi on, which have courmanded the ap- 
Pe lause of the multitude, a adding say 

ting to the knowledge or happiness of man- 
kind ; numerous theories have been advocat- 
ed with allof human ingeauity ; some perhaps 
have cast a few rays of light upon the dark 
habiiation of man, but the sun of their glory 
has set in gloom, or been obscured by the 
clouds of bigotry which have been raised, or 
hidden by the storms of persecution which 
have been too often hurled against the heads 
of poor defenceless mortals. So many sys- 
tems are now prevalent that inquiry is dis- 
tracted and choice bafiled. Pardon me—it is 
not my intention to add another, but if posgi- 
ble out of the surrounding: chaos to bring 
something like order. 

I have no wish to divide mankind, nor am 
[ so vain as to attempt to uniteghem. ‘Diver- 
sity of sentiment always has prevailed, and, 
for aught we know, alweys will) Thigmay 
be regretted, but probably without reasog. — It 
prompts inguiry ; gives ewergy as well as ee- 
tivity to the mind; prevents that monotor 
and that general stagnation of the ‘intelleetadl 
stream, which would result, were mankind all 
of the same opinion. 

Man is formed for action. 
of the privilege of exerting his power, or when 
condemned to the abode of indolence; he 





When deprived ; 
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wastes away without usefulness to himself or 
to others. Idléness is the heaviest burden he 
can bear ; and entire freedom from care, anxie- 
ty and every kind of employment, probably the 
severest curse that could be inflicted to blight 
his being and to deprive him of every claim to 
rationality.. He is not only capable of action, 
but his highest felicity is derived from the ex- 
’ ertion of his active powers. But, to call forth 
this exertion, you must present him with some 
inducement to act. We soon become disgust- 
ed with the same routine of pursuits or of 
pleasure. Any object, no matter how good or 
how useful in itself considered, loses its value 


if our estimation, the moment the charms of | 


novelty have faded and it becomes generally 
known and generally reecived. 

__. Religion is admitted to bea thing of inesti- 
mable value, but it must vary its form, change 
its dress and its pretensions, hold out different 


rewards and punishments, or it will fail to in- | 
terest the heart and command the attention. | 


Our fathers had a religious creed, the best, no 
doubt, they could discover or receive ; but to 
tell us that we must be satisfied with that 
creed, because it satisfied them, is to confess 
our ignorance of human nature as well as to 
suppose we have made no advances, that our 
minds are fashioned in the same mould with 
theirs, that-our thoughts run in the same chan- 


nel, and that our wishes point to the same ob- | 


jects, and that our desires will rest contented 
with their acquisitions. Such a supposition 


betrays a want of attention to what passes in | 


our own minds and in the minds of others. 
The Christians revererace the Bible, consid- 
er it an infallible rule of faith and practice ; 
the Mahometan reveres the Koran, the Hindo 
the Vedes, the Parsee the Zendavesta, each 
prefers his own Bible and stigmatizes the oth- 


ers as infidels, obnoxious to the wrath of God. | 
This, at first, might seem a real calamity, | 
* which has befallen the human race ; and in- | 
deed we cannot withhold our regret that each | 


should be so intolerant to the others. But per- 
haps more mature reflection will lead us to 
admire the impartiality and forbearance of the 
Great Father of all, who permits his children 


to choose theirown mode of worship, and does | 


- not tie them down to the same tedious form, 
nor to the use of the same phraseology. 

* Christians are anxious to convert the world 
’. to their own faith ; each sect is ambitious to 
have all embrace its peculiar creed: hence a 
spiric.of proselytism prevails, and a continual 
collision of conflicting dogmas and contradic- 
tory interests is exhibited, And though I have 
imbibed, neither from nature nor from my re- 
‘ligion, much zeal for proselyting, I do not re- 
gret such is the case with the world. If any 
one of the numérous denominations of religion- 
ists should ‘gain=the ascendency, and like 
Aaron’s rod» swallow the rest, the cause of 
frath and hitmanity might suffer ; but while 


they are contending, the mind is acquiring 
strength ; its mighty energies are awakened, 
called into action, and even from the collisions 
of erroneous theories truth may be elicited. 
Society is all life and vigour. And though 
the scene may seem painful to the casual ob- 
| server, a close inspection will discover the an- 
| gels of science, of virtue and felicity, rising 
| from the midst of the contention and joyfully 
hovering over the contending parties. It is only 
necessary they should contend with less ani- 
mosity ; but angry and rough as their disputes 
are, it is better than it would be for mankind 
all to believe just alike. At first, no doubt, 
the novelty of the thing would make it ex- 
| tremely delightful, but that charm would soon 
| disappear and intellect would fall asleep, for 
there would be nothing to keepitawake. So- 
ciety would become dull and uninteresting, 
for there would be little to give it life or men- 
tal activity. 

I have therefore no wish to reduce all man- 
| kind to the same opinion. It is better they 
| should disagree, as life without variety would 
| be a “dull dunce” scarcely worth possessing. 
The most that can be desired, is, that they 
should be persuaded to lay aside that animosi- 
ty which embitters their controversies, and a 
little of that exclusive spirit which character- 
izes their conduct. If they could be persuaded 
| o impose a curb upon their impetuous passions 
| which too often run away with their senses, 
| and consent calmly to investigate their own 
and others opinions, it is highly probable, their 
| disquisitions Would be attended with less con- 

fusion and with more advantage to the cause 
| of truth. The philanthropist may labour, with 
| propriety, to blunt the points of contact, and to 
| enable each individual to support, or strive to 

support, his own creed without infringing the 
rights of others. I have this object in view, 
and if | accomplish it I shall think my la- 
bour will not be in vain, and my readers time 
will not be misspent. 

In our inquiry, we shall attempt to culti- 
| vate an acquaintance with human nature, rath- 
er than with the Divine, and to smooth the 
rugged features of the earth, rather than to 
ensure heaven for our souls hereafter. The 
value of a system of religion will be deter- 
| mined from its utility to man ; and its correct- 
ness, in a great measure, from its agreement 
with the various phenomena of. nature in gen- 
eral and with man in particular. Man him- 
self is to be considered not merely as an ani- 
mal that is born to propagate his species and 
then return to his native dust. He lays claim 
to nobler and more sublime faculties. He is 
an intellectual being, capable of many ele- 
vated conceptions and noble achievements. 
He isnot confined to the little spot of earth 
where he dwells; he can send his thoughts 
abroad, cull the pleasures of distant regions 


| 
| 








and ‘regale himself with the intellectual nehes 
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of every age. He can rise from this contract- 
ed globe, where destiny has confined his body, 
to contemplate worlds where his feet have nev- 
er wandered, and to hold communion with that 
great and good Being, who, though invisible 
himself, displays the glories of his Divinity 
through all the wonderful productions of na- 
ture. 

Not merely as intellectual but man should 
be considered as social. He was not born to 
live alone. Society is his element, out of 
which he sickens and dies. His whole histo- 
ry demonstrates that he is bound to his broti- 
er by many strong and indissolable ties. So 
numerous are his wants, so complicated are 
they in their nature, that life to an isolated in- 
dividual would be rather a curse than a bless- 
ing. To live and be happy, man must be in 
society ; he must co-operate with his brother, 
and the evils which mocked the individual 
may be successfully combatted by their united 
strength. Man may indeed retire to the des- 
ert, he may lodge in the cave, he may dragout 





a loathed existence, but it will be useless to | 


the world and loathsome to himself. 

In addition to an intellectual and social, he 
should ke considered a religious being.— 
Whether he be indebted to nature or to edu- 
cation for this quality, it is evident from expe- 
rience that he possesses it; and the philoso- 
pher that should overlook it, in his moral dis- 
quisitions or in his attempts to discover a cor- 
rect system of ethicks would but half perform 
his work. Man, wherever belield, no mat- 
ter in what age or in what country, recognizes 
an Over-ruling Power, on whom he is de- 
pendant and to whom he believes himself to 
owe allegiance. And indeed, such is his sit- 
uation, such the constitution of his nature and 
such the character of his wants, of his hopes 
and fears, that a large share of his happiness 
has been found to flow from a conscious- 
ness of this dependence and the acknowledge- 
ment of this allegiance. Sensible of the mu- 
tability of every sublunary object, convinced 
that it is in vain to trust the “arm of flesh,” 
that his brother is one thing to-day end anoth- 
er to-morrow, he asks for some more power- 
ful arm on which he can lean and find sup- 
port, for some Being who is the same “ yes- 
terday, to-day and forever,” into whose bosom 
he can pour the various emotions by which he 
is agitated, and to whose wisdom and good- 
ness he can commit the disposal of all that 
concerns his felicity. 

An‘4 to these characteristicks, let it be add- 
ed that man is also a progressive being. The 
brute creation may have knowledge; the 
beaver — elicit skill and foresight in the 
erection of its house and the provision of its 
food ; but the beaver of to-day is probably no 
Wiser nor more provident than the beaver of 
four thousand years ago. Not so with man. 
Oné:generation improves upon Stother. The 





infant not only arrives to the wisdom of man- 
hood, but man himself can add to his own ac- 
quisitions the stock accumulated by his prede~- 
cessor, and transmiit it to posterity to be still 
enlarged by those who succeed him. 

In this process a man’s knowledge does not 
die with him, and the intellectual stores amass- 
ed by one generation may survive its ruin and 
form a capital for the commencement of the 
one to follow. Thus the human race may go 
on increasing from one generation to another, 
for aught we know, till time shall be no mere. 
This, while it encourages our exertions, may 
check our vanity and forbid us to suppose we 
have attained perfection, or that it is improper 
for others to innovate upon what wé have’ em- 
braced or attempted to establish. - 

On man, in reference to each of these char- 
acteristicks, shall we keep our eye, while re- 
viewing the various notions of Christianity 
which have prevailed ; and that each of these 
may show itself in harmony with the others will 
constitute our guide in discovering a system 
worthy our adoption. Epiror. 





_ 





ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 
sg ARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE ‘yarrn.” a 








TO OUR READERS. 

We present our readers with the first number of the 
seventh volume of the Gospel Advocate and Impartial 
Investigator, under circumstances peculiarly flattering 
to our feelings. For six years this paper has laboured 
to defend liberal sentiments—io disseminate correct 
views of God end of men—to warm the social affee- 
tions and to expand the heart with gratitude to our 
Heavenly Father, and with benevolence to the human 
race. Through the good Providence of Him who 
rules over all, its labours, we trust, have not been in 
vain. 

When commenced, its support was feeble; its pat- 
ronage was confined, and its editor had little but hope 
to cheer his heart and animate his labours. It had to 
surmount the timidity of its friends, and to bear up 
against the overwhelming force of ancient prejudices 
and servile adherence to whimsical follies and perni- 
cieus errours; but it has succeeded, and its bitterest 
oppozers are compelled, involuntarily indeed, to treat 
it with respect, and to acknowledge that its influence 
is great and its character fearless and independent, 
Its success has surpassed the most sangaine expecta= 
tions of its friends ; and its present prospects areen= 
couraging and extremely pleasing to all who are 
friendly to the doctrine it advocates and the course it 
has pursued, 

We flatter ourselves, that the paper is now so firmly 
established, and so liberally patronized, that it will 
continue to maintain its character and eommand-the 
attention of the liberal minded of all parties ; parti- 
cularly of those, whoare opposed to priest-eraft, and 
are anxious to emancipate the mind from its former 
slavery. A liberal pstronege allows us to devote our 
time to its improvement; and if study and persever- 
















10 





ance, aided by an ardent desire to bene&t mankind: 
can avail any thing, its columns sia!] never be barren 
ot usefulness <0 the inquirer after truth. 

Our highly esteemed Brother, L. S. Everett, who 
has so long conducted this paper, to the warm appro- 
bation of the friends of venuine religion, has re- 
moved to Charlestown, Mass. in consequence of 
which, the immediate supervision of the editorial de- 
partment, will devolve on the writer of this article ; 
but we are permitted to assure our readers, 
removal will not abate the zeal of the former editer 
for its prosperity, nor prevent him from keeping a 
Watchful eye on the course we pursue. 
red us that he shall, as heretofore, feel an interest in 
this publication, and that he will devote his leisare 


hat this 


Te has assu- 


moments to enriching its columns with his communi- 
cations. Our readers will appreciate this, and recollect 
that his removal does not deprive them of his labours 
or of his desire to contribute to their happiness. 

Of ourself we have little to say. 
buted something to the columns of the Advocate 
past year. 
eéd to the acquaintance of those who have read the 


We have contri- 
the 
The Editor, by those articles, is inirod 





and his sentiments, and his abilities asa writer are 
known to mast of those who patronize this work. All 
we soy, is, that we have a sure guide in the example 
of the late editor and trust we shall still find in hima 
faithful monitor—that we shall fearlessly and freely 
declare our own views of things—shall, regariless of 
praise or censure, freely animadvert on whatever we 
discover in the moral and religious world, which we 
deem inconsistent with the bes: interests of society. ~ 
We shall not choose to rail against the clergy, nor 
shall we attempt to conceal their errours or counte- 
nance their unhallowed designs to unite * Charch and 
State,’ and to degrade us from the rank of freemen to 
the menials of a dominant sect. We shali ajm to vin- 
dicate rational Christianity—to encourage genuiuc 
morality, and to lend our aid to protect the civii liber- 
ty which was so dearly bought amid the turmoil of 
the revolution. We shall follow our own convic- 
tion ef right and shall spare no exertions, consistent 
with our conscience, of which we are capable, to ren- 
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energy and reason, the supposition that any of the hu- 


! 


der our columns interesting and instructing to all who 


may be our readers. 








SELLON’S SERIVIONS. 

These Sermons, sometime since, were noticed in the 
Advocate, and a promise, that they should be review- 
ed, was given. Since then we have read them some- 
what attentively, but have found but little to com- 
mend, as well as little to disapprove. 


The authour | 


writes with considerable energy, and in some instan- | 
ces, with a bold and independent spirit, which does | 


honour to himself and the cause of Christianity. He 
has risen above many of the valgar prejudices of the 


age, and though his mental vision is somewhat obscu- | 


red by habit or early education, he stil] seems to see 
farther and with a more distinet perception than most 
of his contemporaries. 

The authour attempts to prove the everlasting pun- 
ishrent of the wicked, though he condemns, with 





The 
everlasting punishment of the wicked, according to 


man family will be subject to eterhal terture 


his views of it, is ‘everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Jord ;” or, in other words. total arni- 
hilation of being. This, thu’ bad enough, is much bet- 
ter than endless misery. We should, for ourself, much 
rather be annihilated than compelled to burn eternal- 
ly in that lake of fire and brimstone, on which the 
imagination ef our orthodox friends is so prone to 
dwell; but of annihilation we would say with Young, 
*“Ttis an after thought, a monstrous wish! unborn till 
virtue dies !”’ 

The Sermons are nine in number, and the first, the 
one we now uuvtice, developes not only the design of 
the authour but the peculiar ground on which he pre- 
dicates the everiasting punishment of the wicked.— 
His design is to reconcile the everlasting punishment 
of the wicked with the unbounded benevolence of 


God—a thing much easier attempted than dove. T'em- 





poral pain, which shall result in the good or felic 


of him thal suffers it, may 





be consistent with infin 


benevolence, but we verv mach doubt whether it is in 


, the power of Omnipotence itself, to be benevolent to 


the beng it punishes with everlasting destruction.— 


Oniy one argument in this Sermon is to be found that 
atiempts to prove the wicked will be punished with 


everlasting destruction in the world to come. The 
text, which is Matt. xxv. 46, is applied toa future 


world, and the preacher tells his brethren that he had 


‘ia a former discourse,” proved it, but as we did not 
hear that * former disewurse,” we are unable to decide, 


whether he succeeded in proving that Christ was mis- 
taken, when he said it should be in the generation in 


which he spoke, (see Matt. xxiv. 34,) or that the 


he was then speaking, should trans- 


events of which k 


N 
pire before that generation should “pass away.” It 





another world, however, according to the sermon 


before us, where these events are to take place, because 
J 
Christ said “Of that day and hour knoweth no man, 


no not the angele in heaven, neither the Son 


Father only.’ It is therefore inferred that Christ 


“could not have foreto!d its approach tn any ¢ 
f, 


period, therefore it must be in another world.” But 


own the general period, without 





Christ might have kn 
knowing the particular day and hour; and from the 
with whic! 


frequency he warned his disciples to 


“watch,” we should naturaily infer, as well as from 
his declarations, that his coming, the day of judgement 
and the punishment of the wicked, was to take place 
during the life-time of some that heard him speak.— 
See Matt. xvi. 27, 28. 

One reason only is assigned here to show that this 
punishment will be endless, The duration of the pun- 
ishment of the wicked and of the life of the righteous 
is expressed by the same term, and as the life of the 
righteous is allowed to be endless, the punishment of 
the wicked must also be endless. This is nota weighty 
In the pas- 
sage under consideration, there is room for doubt, 
whether the “eternal life,” spoken of, mean any 
‘hing more thamthat life which the Christian enjoys in 


argument, and certainly not conclusive, 
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this world, by believing un the Son of God. And ifit 
does, the word rendered “ everlasting,” is ambiguous 
and its meaning must be ascertained from the nature 
of the subject to which it is applied. When applied 
to subjects which are not, from their nature, necessa- 
rily limited, it may mean endiess duration, but in all 
other cases, itl must have a different signification, It 
is incumbent then on the authour to show that there 
is nothing in the nature of punishment which forbids 
its being endless, before he relies implicitly on the con- 
ciusion he hasdrawn. So much for his argument to 
prove the{panishment endless. 

To reconcile this punishment with the goodness of 
God, he considers the§* effects of the Christian dispen- 
sation upon all who lived and died under the law ; and 
secondly, upon those who live and die under the cove- 


nant of grace. 


The condition of mankind, before the coming of 


Christ, is stated by the authour, to subject ail, witheut 
Re 
considers the penalty attached to the law to be death 
Conseq 


had been no Saviour provided, all who died, or rather 


exception, who lived before that event, fo death. 


in its strict and literal sense. uently, if there 


all who lived, would hare died and ceased to have any 
Had it 


there could have been no resurrection from the dead. 


existence any where. not been for Christ, 
The effect of the Gospel dispensation upon those that 
thus lived and died, is a complete resurrection to life 


and justification in the sight of God. Ac« 


iding to 
Paul, “asin Adam all die, so in Christ ehall all be 
made alive.” That is, according to our preacher's 
interpretation, if the question be asked, who shall be 
made alive? “all who died in Adam—all who died 
under the law,” is the answer. 


considers the expression, “all whe die in Adam,” as 


3y what authority he 


synonymous with “all who died under the law,” he 
has not seen proper to inform us,aznd as we are ignorant 
of any such authority, ave let it pass. 

The authour of the sermon is certainly very liberal 
toall who lived under the law; for, if we understand 
his reasoning, he saves every human being who lived 
The efiect o! 
the 


very good; no one can ask 


and died before the coming of Christ. 
Christ’s mission on them was final salvation in 
kingdom of God. Thisis 
any thing better with regard to them. 

But “ we,” ! 


we are told, “are not under the law, 
but under the dispensation of grace 


The law has 


been fulfilled and repeaied; (the law which mad 

death the penalty of sin;) and therefore we have no- 
thing todo with that, as a law; but we are now under 
the covenant of grace.” This is well enough, bat 
whatis our condition? No commandment has been 
given to us, with any penalty attached to its infringe- 
ment.” This answer is correct. Another question 
presses for an answer, what will be our final destina- 
tion? “God will give us endless life if we will be- 
lieve bis assurance,” or, according to his views, we 
who live under the Gospel, are not under the penalty 
which was attached to the law, that we all have ead- 
less life offered to us on the simple condition of our 


believing the assurances Deity has made us; but.if 


| 


we will not believe, God will leave us to ourselves.—~ 
We shall indeed be raised from the dead and judged, 
but we shall still be left to ourselves, and we shall die, 
we shail be no more, consequently “ punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord 
and the glory of his power.” 

This, the preacher thinks will be the best that God 
can do for us, and this he thinks is a much better con- 
dition than those under the law had. Perhaps it is 
so; but we think it would have been better to have 
used the discretion of Constantine the Great. At the 
time that prince reigned, it was a sentiment in the 
Church, that all the sinsa man committed before bap- 
tism, should be forgiven on its reception. The Empe- 
rory who had rot preserved his life wholly free from 
crime, and perhaps a little distrustfal what might be 
his conduct after his baptism, very wisely deferred 
being baptized until a few hours before his death.— 
Could the Almighty have so managed his affairs as to 
have delayed the advent of his Son until the last ge- 
neration was upon earth, we think it weuld have been 
Accord- 
iug to the hypothesis under consideration, all who 
died before the coming of Christ, will go to heaven, 
but many who have lived under the covenant of 
crace will go into everlasting punishment. 


the means of carrying many more to heaven. 


All man- 
kind would indeed have slept.an eternal sleep, had 
not Christ appeared to awake them. His coming, as 
it is, is good, but if it had been delayed until the end 
of the generations of men, it would have been much 
better. 

( To be continued. ) 





CIRCULAR TO POST-MASTERS, 
The following was handed to us by the Post-Master 
luressed, and we insert it for the be- 
nefit of all parties who may feel themselves interested. 


to whom it was a. 


“ Crlf the Post-master cannot attend to the subject 
of this letter, he is requested to hand it over immedi- 
ately to some influential friend favourable to the ob- 
ject, with a request that he willattend to it without 
delay. 

“ New-Yor!:, December 10, 1828. 

“Err Memorials to Cougress are preparing, frem 
various parts of the United States, praying that the 
transportation and opening of Mails,and the delivery 
of Letters, &c.on the Sabbath, may no longer be re- 
quired. ‘The Post-Office in London is never opened 
on Sundays, and there seems to be no necessity that 
the Post-Oftices in this country should be opened on 
that day, especially in a time of peace. 

“We suppose that you will concur in an effort 
which will sfford an opportunity for the enjoyment of 
this day of rest, on the part of yourself, your brethren 
the Deputy Post-Masters throughout the U. States, 
and their Clerks. As no body of men in the country 
are recuired to work for others on Sundays, as they 
are—and while all other offices under Government 
are closed on that day, it seems unreasonable to re- 
quire that Post-Masters and their Clerks should be 
deprived of a privilege guaranteed to every human 
being by the laws of God. 

“You dre respectfully requested to prepare a Me- 
morial to Congress on the subject, and take immediate 
measures to procure the signatures of those in your 
neighbourhoed who are friendly to the object, and to 
forward it toa Member of Congress immediately.— 
We hope, also, that the most influential men in your 
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Vicinity will write to those Members of the Govern- 
ment and of Congress they are acquainied with, urg- 
ing upon them the importance of the measures propo- 
sed. We remain, respectfully, your fellow-cilizens, 
Joun WESTFIELD, 
Tuomas STOKES, 
Kwow.Les TAYLOR, 
We have neither time nor room to make many re- 


marks or the above. Weare at no loss to ascertain 
the source whence it came. It bearsthe mark of the 
beast, and is easily discovered to be the offspring of 
that pernicious spirit, which seems to have possessed 
the leaders of the Orthodox party in our country. 

We are disgusted wilh the constant interference of 
the leading religious sects of our country, in that 
which does not concern them. Religious people skould 
mind their own business. If they believe mankind 


» Committee. 


will be eternally damned, if they do not spend every | 


seventh dav in idleness or attend their conventicles, 
let them say so; but let them beware how they inter- 


fere with our civil rights, or attempt to coerce us into 
Let them beware how they ob- | 


their own measures. ' 
trade their bigotry or their exclusive orthodoxy into 
the hall of Congress. 

We feel as anxious, as any man can, to promcte 


morality, but with all our anxiety we have not yet ob- | 


tained the impudence to think of asking Congress to 
pass laws agreeable to some religious whim, which we 
may have imbibed from the fraud or ignoranee of our 
fathers. We dislike the spirit that breathes in this 
Circular. It indicates, on the part of its framers, a 
desire to rule, and a determination to carry their 
own points at all hazards. They cannot be concerned 
that the publick morals may suffer, by having the mail 
carried on Sunday or having it opened. This is not 
the thing. They are anxious to get the minds of our 
citizens engrossed in contentions about meats and 
drinks, and ia the observance of days, and when they 
can accomplish this, they have prepared the people of 
the United States fora union of Church and State, or 
rather for a usurpation of the Church over the State. 

And how will our national government like tie pro- 
posal of the practice of London asa precedent for their 
imitation? We have declared our independence; and 
we are inclined to think it may be possible for us to 
be the best judges of our own interest. In England 
they have an established religion, why not in this in- 
stance imitate ovr mother? To us there appears no 
iniquity in running the mail, or in opening it on the 
first day of the week, more than there dues on any 
other day of the week. And we believe the com- 
mercial interest of our country would materially suffer 
by the proposed delay. To have the mail stop, and 


the post-offices also to be closed, one day in seven, | 
would enable speculators to outrun the mail, and, pos- ' 
sessed of important information, they might practice | 


many deleterious impositions upon matly an honest 


man before the intelligence the mail might bring could , 


put him upon his guard. The measure might assist 
Kkhaves to the injury of houest men, which indeed may 
be the desire of the Orthodox. 


We have two long communications from Mr. Rains 


| things.” Their great length prevents our presenting 
| them immediately to our readers. There is no harm 
in this. ‘The subjects may be discussed at any, time, 
and a little delay will not we think be the means of 
sending any soul to an endless hell. However, we 
| promise to publish the communications as soon as we 
| can find room. And for the benefit of their authonr, 
| we also inform him Br. Everett has promised to have 





replies to them forthcoming, 








ORTHODOX AMBITION. 

Our orthodox friends seem determined to 
| have the supreme direction of our fortunes, 
| Our lives and our consciences. They are ma- 
| king extraordinary exertions—exertions alarm - 
| ing to every one who can appreciate the bless- 
ings we enjoy, from the rational liberty which 
| our fathers purchased for us, with their toils, 
fatigues and blood. But we have among us a 
class of beings, who anathematize all liberty 
but the liberty for themselves to rule ; and 
who trample upon all right, but the right for 
themselves to impose their whim, their ava- 
rice or their ambition as the law by which all 
but themselves should be governed. This 
' class of beings are called men—called clergy- 
; men, aud even profess to be the ministers of 
| Jesus. They may be called aright ; but they 
| are destitute of every principle in their conduct 
which makes man beneficial to his fellow man 
—which makes the clergyman useful to reli- 
gion, or which ean make the minister advan- 
tageous to the cause of his Master. 

Let the péeple watch this class—there is 
need. We have forsome time had oureye on 
their proceedings. We have felt disgusted 
with their arrogance. We are alarmed for 
‘our civil and religious rights. We shall keep 

our eye upon them and as a faithful watch- 
man on the walls of Zion we shall tell what 
we discover bearing the form of danger. 


We are informed by a fricnd of the death 
of Mrs. REEskE, wife of Rev. W. I. Reese, 
of West-Bloomfield, Ontario county. We re- 
gret to state this loss to our highly esteemed 
brother in the ministry. But we trust, though 
he weeps her loss, it is not without hope that 
he shall meet her again, where death cannot 

'severthe strong cords of affection or break 
the tender ligaments which twine around the 
hearts of those who are happy in mutual love. 








| ORIGINAL COMMUNICATION. 








FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
CHRISTIANITY .---NO. 2, 

I have no wish to represent life more gloomy 
than it is. I can forgive the fairy hopes of 
| youth; and I even regret that experience has 
| dissolved that ideal world, where my imagina- 

tion, unchecked, used to erect for its luxury @ 
| thousand magnificent pajaces, filled with eve- 


onthe subject of Baptism or the “ancient order of | ry thing gratifying to the senses. Dream on, 


ter | 


a si 
chay 
tend 
bec: 


tran: 
tions 
rush 





iF eer FF 


ny 


e- 
n, 





levely youth, I would not too soon wake your 
blissful slumbers to the painful scenes of reali- 
ty. My dreams are fled ; my visions of unin- 
terrupted enjoyment are dissolved, but I envy 
not others ad they snatch of felicity from the 
imagination which heightens the pleasures, 
while it conceals the ills of life. Ihave seen 
much of this wearisome world. I have lived 
till all those who shortened its journey are 
gone, and [ am left alone in the midst of a 
new generation, who have but little in com- 
mon with myself. But I love them as I did 
their fathers, and I rejoice that the smiles of 
Heaven rest upon them. I would not becloud 
their brows or damp the ardour of their hopes 
by speaking of the ills, the disappointments, 
the plagues which man is heir to. Could J 
enlarge the portion of human bliss, extract the 
bitter from the cup of life, and raise the heart 
in gratitude to God, cold as age has made my 
heart, I should still feel it burn with the most 
pleasing emotions. 

I have said the life of man was made up of 
little things, which, when viewed at a distance, 
seemed scarcely worth noticing ; but these Jit- 
tle things are great to little man. What are 
usually termed great events seldoin occur, and 
when they do, but few are effected by them. 
The great mass of mankind continue, unmo- 
lested, their accustomed pursuits, contract the 
same number of friendships or antipathies ; 
feel about the same degree of joy, ur languish 
with the same number of sorrows; are troub- 
led with the same number of vexations or petty 
disappointments. 

The machinery of state may move on un- 
disturbed, the nation may flourish, may enlarge 
its power, extend its commerce or its con- 
quests, notwithstanding private griefs or fami- 
ly afflictions. Little consolation can the wis- 
dom of statesmen, the prosperity of a nation, 
its affiuence or its power, bring to the house 
now left destitute of its chief support,--small 
the relief they can afford the father, the moth- 
er weeping the loss of an only child, who en- 
grossed their affections, who promised to 
smooth the asperities of the road of life, lessen 
the fatigue of its journey, and to support their 
tottering steps near its conclusion. 

The loss of a fleet, the defeat of an army, 
the disgrace of a statesman, the death of a 
sovereign, though matters of great national 
concern, do not wound the heart with that bit- 
ter anguish, nor inflict that poignancy of grief, 
asdoes the death of a child or a companion, 
the loss of a father or a mother, of a brother or 
a sister. ‘The departure of these open the 
channels of sorrow, and awaken a thousand 
tender associations, rendered doubly affecting 
because the connecting link is broken. ‘The 
scenes of childhood and youth ; their joys and 
transient sorrows, their transports and vexa- 
tions, their little competitions and defeats, all 
Tish upon the mind and overwhelm it with 
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1g 
melancholy sensations. Here is discovered 
the peculiar worth of religion. 

J care not how cold and unfeeling some may 
be to these things and others of a similar na- 
ture, I have always prayed for a heart which 
should be alive to all the tender sensibilities of 
our nature. ‘Those who have never rejoiced 
with other’s joy, who have never wept at oth- 
er’s Woes, may, wrapt up in the mantle of their 
own insensibility, say, these ‘‘are small af- 
fairs.” ‘Those who have never exercised the 
sympathetick powers of the human breast, nor 
been involved in its griefs, may command us 
to treat them with indifference, and to avoid 
theie power by forbidding them to disturb our 
repose or to be-cloud the serenity of our minds, 
I have listened to such Jessons; with them 
still sounding in my ear, [ have entered the 
house of mourning. I have seen tae mother, 
pale, emaciated, and her eyes swollen with 
grief, watching the lifeless clay of her only 
child which was wrapt up in maternal affec- 
tion. I forgot my lesson, and the tear was 
standing in my eye before I could recollect 
what the masters had taught. I have seen the 
wife, with her little ones, stand beside the 
grave of her husband and the father of her 
children; I have marked the throbbing of her 
pulse and the heaving of her bosom as the 
Clods of the valley were thrown over what was 
once so dear to her heart—I would have wish- 
ed the lightnings of heaven to have blasted me 
had I been unmoved. 

I have joined the bridal party when love 
perched upon every countenance, and joy fill- 
ed each heart. I have seen the blushing, 
trembling and half-reluctant bride led to the 
altar. Ihave run over in my mind the hopes, 
the pure sensation that thrill the soul of the 
favoured youth, when from the man of God he 
receives heaven’s last best gift—a wife. I 
would have despised myself to have remained 
indifferent, incapable of participating the fes- 
tivities and the social bliss which should ever 
grace one of the brightest spots in human life, 
and one of the few times we can say we are 
happy. 

The lessons of stoicks, the practice of 
asceticks, and the desperation of misanthro- 
picks, may sound very well to preach to blocks 
and stones, but are unavailing to human na- 
ture. They offer veryygood lessons, but un- 
fortunately for their reputation, they are whol- 
ly impracticable, and if not, to obtain the 
state of mind they require, uniformly costs us 
an effort not less painful than the evils they are 
designed to avert. They relieve us trom pain 
by making us insensible. 

How different is the religion of Christ! It 
addresses itself to mankind in the situation in 
which the occurrences of life have placed them ; 
and it can bring them relief without destroying 
their sensibiJity, or making any apparent al- 
teration in their circumstances. It does not 
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dry the tears of the mourner, but it converts 
them into streams of consolation. It does not 
forbid the parent to mourn the loss of a belov- 
ed child; it does not chide the unaffected grief 
of the sister for the death of her brother, but 
mingles its tears with theirs, and adds a luxu- 
ry to their sorrows which the philosophy of the 
world can never feel nor ever appreciate. 
Those who overlook these considerations 


and value religion only as it affects the noisy | 


affairs of human society, greatly uaderrate her 
worth, mistake her province, and forget the 
most extensive sphere of her usefulaess. It 
is not to the gilded trappings of a court; itis 
not to the fury and carnage of war; it is not 
to the palaces of royalty. nor to those of the 
powerful or the oppulent, that we are to con- 
fine religion or to look for its influence. Itis 
not from the dazzling splendour of the sun 


/mong the undefined and unnamed pleagures 
| of the paradisical world. A BE viever. 
| [To be continued. ] 
' 
SELECTIONS; 











{ 
ew... sit 
From the Washingion (Ohio) Republican. 
ATTENTION THE UNIVERSE?! 
Iste Deus qui sit, piccatur excubo, 
| An impostor was brought into this town on 
the 13th inst. who declared himself to be 
Jesus Christ; and that he had recently come 
from Heaven for the purpose of judging the 
| world, which was shorily to be atan end. He 
| attempted proving his divinity, by showing 
| the prints of his nails on the different members 
| of his body; his judgement here was rather 
nonsuited ; for the citizens invariably believed 
him to be, not only an impostor, but a felon, 





that we are to estimate its worth, but from that | whese actions at some period, had merited an 
light which it emits, and though unseen ena- | acquaintance with handcuffs and fetters. 
bles us to see every object on which itshines,| ‘This strange prodigy is remarkably expert 
and from that invigourating quality it sends | in quoting scripture, and is not without follow- 
forth, whieh silently gives life and energy to | ers as might he expected; he has erected his 
every department of the natural world. It is| throne for the purpose of judging the world, 
in the retired walks of life we can discover the | on Leatherwood, about seven miles from this 
secret power of religion; and it is there we | place where he has been for about five weeks. 
are to look for the little fountain which sends | On the 12 inst. he ascended his throne, with 
out its perpetual streams to supply the thirsty | ail ihe pomp and presumption imaginable, and 
in every section and in every condition from | commenced the execution of his mission. On 
the peasant to the monarch. the same evening, after having suspended his 
I have seated myself in the domestick cir- judgements, he repaired to the house of one 
cle, It was religion that endeared the hearts | of his followers, (who accompanied him to 
of each to the other; it was religion which | this place,) where all his proselytes, about 
warmed the counsels that flowed from pater- twenty, were collected for the alone purpose 
nal affection to form the opening mind ; it was of worshipping him; at his presence, they 
the efficacious power of religion whichexpand- | immediately prostrated themselves at his feet 
ed the beauty of intellect, developed its latent | calling him the true God. Amongst these en- 
virtues, and implanted that love to God and | thusiastick devotees, are found some who were 
that benevolence to man, which made the riper | formerly considered the most respectable citi- 
years of the youth useful to the world and hon- | zens in that neighbourhood ; even some who 
crable to himself. O how I have felt to thank ; have preached the gospel in at least two differ- 
God for the gift of religion, when I have mark- ent bodies, and have now descended to wor- 
ed it refining the sensibility, preparing the ship this strange god, who declares that he 
heart for enjoyment, and arming it with forti- can shake heaven and earth with his nod, that 
tude in the midst of the numerous evils it must he cao engulf the human family in4h@ vortex 
endure! I have seen the angel presence of re- of oblivion, if he should say it, and Phat the 
ligion by the bed of the sick and the dying, whole host of heaven are prompt in the execu- 
lending patience to the afflicted, courage to tion of his word. 
those who were about to try the realities of an The impostor was taken before a magistrate 
unknown world, and resignation to those who of this place, who could find no accusation 
were bereaved of’ those they loved. And I (mirabile dictu!) against him; no law appli- 
have felt its power too, when my life was be- cable to a god, and consequently, Jupiter was 
set on every side with dangers, when my heart dismissed. 
sickened with the vice and folly of the world, A citizen of Leatherwood, knowing the 
turned with disgust from all sublunary objects, injury he bad done to his followers; some of 
when friendless, far from the companions of whom were entirely deranged; others, care- 
my youth or my riper associates, 1 drew near less of property, had turned their flocks into 
to the “‘ narrow house” and expected every their cornfields, could not permit him to go 
moment when it should become my dwelling, with impunity, but immediately smote the 
yes then I felt religion had power to pull aside divinity and gave ‘his an oppertunity of es 
the veil which hides futurity from the sight of caping. He embraced it, and left town with 
mortals, and to permit the mind, as if freed seventy-five or a hundred of our citizens alter 
from its earthly clog, to roam at pleasure a- hia. 
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Mrs. Rovats is travellmg through the in- | newspapers, such supports a little too unsub- 
teriour of Penusylvania, circulating her Black | stantial to render it either convenient or desira- 
Book, and annoying the Missionaries. She | ble to publishers. Al! persons, therefore, whom 
speaks of finding ‘+a nest of them and their | this subject may concern, are desired to take 
supporters” at Carlisle, where, she observes, | heed. 

‘sthe Presbyterian clergy rule with absolute Oe re 
sway.” She gives a sad description of one | To CorRRESPONDENTS.—Several communi- 
priest Duffield in that place, and does not | cations from correspondents, which were  re- 


mention in very honourable terms, the Faculty cclted be Gen. Kemer often: ace bettie 
of the College; ‘*notoneof whom,” she says, : = ? ig 


“had the courage to look me in the face, ex- session ; but we have not had time to examine 
cepting Professor Spencer. ‘They flew like | them. Those who have hitherto contributed 
trai‘ors, locked themselves up, and all atiempts to the columns of the Gospel Advocate are 
to see them were fruitless. Instead of meet- | requested to continue their favours, and prea- 


ing me like men and furnishing that informa- tot, lly. of ny other order 
i ~ M rs re > > Py’ 
tion which 1s always furnished me by the Fa- | ©€#S 8eneraily, of our own or eny othe ‘ 


culty of other colleges in my travels, they hid | @re solicited to lend us their aid in our attempt 
from me like cowards. If they were doing | to enlighten the mind and augment the sum of 
good what had they to fear?” : human happiness. 

She speaks very highly of the German popu- 
lation of Pennsylvania, of their well cultiva- | 


ted farms, &c. and says ‘these farmers are | cuse on Tuesday evening the 13th, at Salina 
not so priest-ridden as the people of Philadel- | 91 Weduesday the 14th, and at Jamesville on 
phia, or the English people so called. I admire | ‘Thursday the 15th inst. He will also preach 
their independence and superiour jadgement | jn the village of Oswego on the 20th. 
in guarding their purse and their families from | 
those hypocritical swindlers who prowl over | {Many of our subscribers have requested ° 
the country to obtain money, under pretence | to be notified of the terms of binding the 4 d- 
of promoting the cause of Clirisianity.” vocate. The usual price is sixty-two and a 
Reformer. | half cents a volume, full bound and lettered, 
or fifty cents halt bound and lettered. If de- 
livered at the store of the publisher in the 
course of this or the ensuing month, so that 
e | they can” be bound in quantity, a reduction 
Mass. the Rev. L. S. Everett, of Auburn, N. | will be made from the above prices of twelve 


Y. visited and preached to them as a Candid- onda half cents a volume. | PUBLISHER. 
ate fur their desk—After a very pleasant and } 


interesting season of probatic n, the Society ADDITIONAL AGENTS. 
unanimously invited him to labour with the:n = 
in the important office of a Guspel Minister. | ,. In addition to the number of Agents pub- 
Mr. Everett has accepted the invitation, and lished in the last volume, we insert the names 
present appearaices indicate that the expected of the following gentlemen, with a request that 
connexion will be a happy and profitable one, | i" all places where the Advocate is circulated 
and it is fondly hoped that the anticipations, | 84 where there is no agent, our friends would 
grounded on the pleasant experience which | recommend to us some suitable person who 
the Society has already enjoyed with Mr. Eve- will be active in procuring subscriptions and 
rett, will be fully realized, and that the trials | making remittances, and we will publish 
ithas had to pass, andthe difficulties it has | bis name as duly authorized. 
had to encounter will prove only preparatory J. D. Shuart, East Oswego,Oswego county, 
toa state of permanent enjoyment upon which | N. Y.—A. J. Whitmore, Salina, Onondaga co. 
itis about to enter.—Mr. Everett may be ex- | N. ¥-—S. B. Bradly, Benton Centre, Yates 
pected to enter on the duties of his office about , co. N.Y.— Thaddeus Elliot, Centreville, Alle- 
the middle of this month. | gany co. N. Y.—Rev. N. Stacy, Hamilton, 
Charlestown, January, 1829. | Madison co. N. Y.—D. Pike, Clymer, Cha- 
— | tauque co. N. Y.—S. J. McMories, Esg. Co- 
Jupicrous.—The editor of a new paper | lumbia, S. C.--Wm. Hatfield, Freedom, Chat- 
in Vermont, makes this significant remark in | taraugus co. N. ¥.— Wm. Miner, Esq: PB. M. 
his prospectus: ‘** Those who never intend to | Genoa; Cayuga co. N. Y.—Justice Kent, Hop- 
pay are requested never to subscribe.” The | bottom, Susquehannah co. Pa.—Squire Goff, 
suggestion is very fair, and is capable of only | Mendon, Monroe co. N. ¥Y.—Joshua Slayton, 
one improvement: to extend its application to | Royalton, Niagara co. N. Y.— Reuben C. Piz- 
ld as well as to new papers. However com- ley, Esq. P. M. York, Sandusky co. Ohie.— 
plimentary the non-paying part of community | Benjamin Reynolds, Dryden, Tompkins eo. 
may think it to bestow their patronage upon! N.Y. 





Notick.—The Editor will preach efSyra- 








From the Trumpet and Magazine. 
In comptiance with an invitation from the 
First Universalist Society in Charlestown, 
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[From the Atheneum.] 
THE BUTTERFLY. 
I'd be a butterfly, born in a bower 
Where roses and lillies and violets meet ; 
Roving for ever from flower to flower, 


And kissing’all buds that ace pretty and sweet, 


I'd never languish for wealth or for pow’r: + 
I'd never sigh to see slaves at my feet— 
I'd be a butterfly, born in a bower, 
Kissing all buds that are pretty and sweet. 
O could [ pilfer the wand of a fairy, 
I'd have a pair ofthose beautiful wings : 
Their summer day’s rattle is sportive and airy, 


They sleep in arose when the nightingale sings. 
Those who have wealth must be watchful and wary ; 


Power, alas! nought but misery brings ; 
I'd be a butterfly, sportive and airy, 
Rock’d in a rose when the nightingale sings, 


What though you tell me each gay little rover 


Sure itis betier when summer is over, 
To die when all fair things are fading away. 
Some in life’s winter may toil to discover 
Means of procuring a weary delay— 
I'd be a butterfly, living a rover— 
Dying when fair things are fading away. 


BAYLEY. 


From the Liberalist, 
CREEDS. 
The Indian bows before the sacred stone— 
The Gheber worships at his holy flame— 
The Tartar dares a Lord—a god to own, 
Like to himself in being and in name— 





The Mussulman ’mid flames, and grouns and blood, 


Rears high the crescent o’er the battle field, 
And gives the tribute of the vital flood, 
Ere his false prophet’s creed of carnage yield ; 
‘The outcast Hebrew still adores the God 
Of wonted worship, ere their pride was gone ; 
But needs no sculptured stone, no imaged wood 
To fix his mind on the Almighly OnE— 
‘The Christian like the Heathen, not content 
That all the power in One should centred be, 
Yet not sostrongly on the measure bent, 
Compounds the matter by adoring Taree. 
Yet each adores that great Eternal Name 
That guides the tempest as it rushes by, 
That though the Earth created men the same, 
Alike the heirs of one high destiny. 
Yes, each, adores him, save in name and made, 


Yet for that name and mode they fain would make 


Of what th’ Eterna! loves, a scene of blood, 
And fondly deem it for th’ eternal’s sake, 

And calling their own will, the will of Heaven, 
Would crush the foes that do deny it dare ; 

And rather than those foes should be forgiven, 


Wouldscarce deem Heaven were Heaven, if rney 


were there. 


WOMAN’S LOVE. 


And,this is woman’s story—her heart’s history — 
The tale of one who loved as only woman loves— 


In sickness, and in sorrow, and in death. 


He came, a meteor from the sky 
As of celestial light, 
And burst on sorrow’s languid eye, 
Like visions of the night ; 
And, bending o’er the bed of death, 
Stole from the hand the evpress wreath, 


Sheige from the breath of the first autumn day ! 





And placed upon the aching brows 
What seemed a bright, immortal rose. 
Why should ! tell that rose’s name? 

Nourished with secret tears it grew, 
As o’er the faint and feeble frame 

The fragrance of the heari it threw ; 
Then even sickness wore a charm, 

And o’er its lilly-pallid form, 

Love’s rainbow-tints and sunbeams stole 
Like emanations from the soul. 

And years rolled on—and still that lower 

Its chaste, its hidden fragrance shed ; 
It never knew a closing hour— 

It never bowed its beauteous head ; 
But lovelier looked amidst the blast, 
And wintry storms that o’er it passed, 
And a}l those deadlier blights that come, 
To flowers that make the heart their home. 
The heart their home ?—ah idle thought ! 

Did the heart ever find a home ? 

Save that like airy castles wrought 

By fancy in her cheating loom. 

The bright, bright rose, where is it now ? 
Still does it hide an aching brow ? 

Or chambered in the bosom’s cell, 

There only its sad story tell. 

Its story ?—mark each scattered leaf! 

Its story ‘—see that funeral urn !— 
This was Love’s rose, and this the brief, 

The short liv’d flow’r to which we turn! 
And thisis woman’s tale of sorrow— 
Alas! her yesterday—to-morrow— 

Her past—her present—-her to come— 
Her heart’s brief story—and its doom ! 


FAREWELL TO A FRIEND. 


To souls less formed than thine to feel, 
Less idle were the tale, 

How feebly swords the heart reveal ! 
Expression’s power how frail! 

But thee the voiceless pangs that rend 
Thine own warm bosom tell 

How vain, how poor, the aid these lend 
Tospeak the heart’s farewell. 

The clouds that on the future rest, 
And ardent hope restrain ; 

The thoughts that mem’ry wiil suggest, 
And parting turns to pain ; 

The fear that doubts al! other love, 
Save that we’ve proved so well : 

Oh ! these expression’s power above, 
Embitter a farewell ! 

A long farewell !—The feeling mind 
Will own a tinge of sorrow, 

Though sure the friend it has resigned 
*T will meet in smiles to-morrow. 

Then what the pang when years must roll, 
And life’s stream cease to swell, 

Nor bring the dear one of our soul, 
To whom we bid farewell ! 


Farewell !—whatever may remain 
Of fitful change for me, 
Be net the oft breathed prayer in vain, 
For weal to thine and thee. 
Too late we met, too soon we part, 
And friendship’s dreame dispel ; 
Doom’d just to know each other’s heart, 
And say—a long farewell ! 


7 The Gospel Advocate and Impartial Investigator, 
is published every ot i. Salurday,by U.F. Dousiepay, 
at $1 50, per anzvum, payable in adugnce. 


@. A. BROWNSON, EPITOR. 
ttt sont st doe angen eneee 











Dovusiepay & A:iLEN, PRINTERS. 














FF | Sa ee ee eee 


SPeEemrpe 


